
 

Policy on Celebrating the Lives of the Tribal Elders  

 

 

Background:     There is a longstanding tradition that holds the tribe’s elders in high esteem and 

respect.  Part of the basis of this Pomo value is the understanding that our elders by virtue of 

their age provide wisdom, sage and counsel to all tribal members.  It is further believed that 

wisdom is aligned with age. That is, the longer the elder lives the greater the value of wisdom he 

or she provides.   The Council wants to honor its cultural value by recognizing its elders, 

especially those who have lived very long lives. Therefore, it is appropriate to have a policy that 

recognizes to all members the value of its elders by supporting Celebrations of Life for the 

Tribe’s most senior elders.   

 

 

Policy:   Scotts Valley Band of Pomo Indians shall recognize the value its elders contribute to all 

tribal members through their sage and wisdom by supporting Celebrations of Life events for its 

most senior elders, that is elders who reach the age of 80, by providing funds in the amount of 

$500.00 to the family of an elder to host such celebration on the elder’s on their 65th birthday and 

each 5 year increment thereafter.  

 

Procedure:    

• Staff will monitor on a regular basis to identify elders whose 65th birthday and each 5 

year increment thereafter in the next 30 – 45 days. 

• Staff will notify the elder’s children or caretaker of the Tribe’s financial support to host a 

celebration of life  

• The elder’s children or caretaker shall make a formal request  

• The Tribe’s Family Wellness Advocate will prepare the payment request/authorization 

form 

• The authorization form will be processed according to the established check processing 

procedure 

• The payment shall be mailed or held for pick-up as desired by the elder’s family  

 

  

 


