Scotts Valley Band of Pomo Indians- ICWA

Policy Effective Date: September 3, 2024

Background: The purpose of the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) is "...to protect
the best interest of Indian Children and to promote the stability and security of
Indian tribes and families by the establishment of minimum Federal standards for
the removal of Indian children and placement of such children in homes which will
reflect the unique values of Indian culture... "(25 U.S. C. 1902). ICWA provides
guidance to States regarding the handling of child abuse and neglect and adoption
cases involving Native children and sets minimum standards for the handling of
these cases. Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) | Indian Affairs (bia.gov)

Purpose of Policy: Is to identify what criteria needs to be met to qualify for ICWA
assistance and what are allowable expenses with this funding source.

Eligibility Requirements for Child to be on ICWA:
e Under the age of 18 years at the beginning of the case.
e Unmarried at the beginning of the case.
e Enrolled or eligible for enrollment in Federally Recognized Tribe.

IF eligible, ICWA applies to various child custody proceedings including:
o Foster Care Placements

Guardianship

Termination of Parental Rights

Pre-adoptive placements

Adoptive placement
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Procedure to process request:
e Confirm that there is an active ICWA case. (all have appointed lawyers)

e Assess the needs of the child- bedding, clothing, hygiene supplies, etc.
o Purchase the identified needs of the child- up to $500.00 with each
transfer to parental/guardian.

**IF member choose to have a private lawyer, the Tribe is willing to pay

up to $2,500.00 per year; any additional costs is the members
responsibility**

Fund 10 03 (G/L varies)


https://www.bia.gov/bia/ois/dhs/icwa

